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Democrats have a mega-majority in the California Legislature. Expect them to swing for the fences
Assembly Speaker Anthony Rendon (D-Paramount) signs the 2018-19 California budget at the Ronald Reagan State
Building in Los Angeles on June 27. (Gary Coronado / Los Angeles Times)
Californians can be forgiven if they’re slightly nervous about the new two-year legislative session that’s starting.
Democrats haven’t wielded this much power in 136 years.
Even a devoted Democratic voter should wince at the overwhelming one-party rule. It’s not exactly what the nation’s
founders had in mind and bears watching closely. Exhibit A: One-party Republican control in Washington the last two
years. In Sacramento, the Democrats’ power will be checked only by themselves. There won’t be enough Republicans and
moderate Democrats in the Legislature to beat back liberals on most issues even if they wanted to team up. Any serious
legislative squabbling will be solely among Democrats. And there’ll undoubtedly be intraparty fighting over turf and
goodies.
....
Full Article here: https://www.latimes.com/politics/la-pol-sac-skelton-democrats-legislature-supermajority20181203-story.html
CALmatters
A new Legislature, a new session
“What do we call that three-fourths threshold? Gigamajority?”—California Assembly Speaker Anthony Rendon, discussing the
Democratic Party’s overwhelming new post-election edge in the Legislature, in The Sacramento Bee.
California’s new Legislature gets sworn in today, featuring more Democrats and more women, though fewer new faces than in past
years.
In 2016, stunned by the national results, Democrats arrived with the goal of resisting Donald Trump. In 2019, the dominant party’s
main job might be to resist themselves.

It’s hard to overstate the party’s power, thanks to the anti-Trump blue wave that blew through California in November—29
Democratic seats in the 40-seat Senate, and 60 (or 61) in the 80-seat Assembly.
Business groups hope moderate Democrats will combine with Republicans to block Democrats’ most liberal proclivities.
Some Democrats who flipped seats previously held by Republicans may be moderate. But if Rendon and Senate President Pro Tem
Toni Atkins get behind measures, they almost certainly will be able to muster sufficient votes.
Expect bills introduced today to focus on wildfire, early childhood education, housing, health care, mental health care, and higher
ed.
Oh, and taxes: Democratic Assemblyman Marc Levine of Marin County proposes a $25 tax on automatic guns.
Gov.-elect Gavin Newsom promises to “raise the bar” on gun control. Whether a new gun tax is his first step is another question.
This freshman class is the smallest since 1988, The L.A. Times notes. That’s due to the longer term limits approved by voters in
2012.
There will be at least 23 women in the Assembly out of 80 seats, up from 17 in the class of 2016. In the Senate, the eight female
senators elected last month will bring the number of women in that chamber to 13* out of 40. Prior to the election, there had been
10.
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Full Article Here: https://calmatters.org/articles/newsletters/california-legislature-water-steyer-brownopioids/
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How State Courts Are Fighting Our National Opioid Epidemic
By Indiana Chief Justice Loretta Rush | December 2, 2018, 8:02 PM EST

In the early 2000s, when I was a juvenile judge, I began to see a significant increase in the number of babies
going through opioid withdrawal at birth. The babies’ symptoms were devastating: tremors, trouble sleeping,
poor feeding, seizures, vomiting and diarrhea, to name a few. Upon further investigation, I learned that during pregnancy
the mothers would go pill shopping at emergency rooms, dentists and doctors — often obtaining hundreds of OxyContins
at a pop. I have now grown to understand that this was the beginnings of our nation’s opioid epidemic. At the time, I
convened a meeting with local doctors and said that this was a problem. I was startled by their deflection of responsibility.
The Nature and Scope of the Problem
The enormity and breadth of the current opioid crisis is difficult to grasp. Despite knowing the national statistics well and
reciting them in dozens of speeches, they never cease to grip my attention.


Every day more than 115 people in our country die from overdosing on opioids;



Drug overdose, driven primarily by opioids often containing fentanyl, is the leading cause of unintentional death in
the United States — surpassing fatal motor vehicle crashes;



Each year, more people in the United States die of overdoses than those who died in the Vietnam War, the Korean
War, or any armed conflict since World War II;



More than half of all Americans know someone who suffers from opioid addiction;



More than 11 million people abused prescription opioids in 2016. And last year, health care providers prescribed
opioids at a rate of 66.5 prescriptions for every 100 Americans — totaling more than 214 million prescriptions. In
nine states, the number of opioid prescriptions is greater than the number of residents in the state;



This is a uniquely American problem. Approximately 80 percent of the world’s opioid drug supply is consumed in the
United States;



The secondary impacts on children and families include dramatic increases in the number of children placed in foster
care and a rising incidence of neonatal abstinence syndrome;



Finally, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimates that the total economic burden of prescription
opioid misuse in the United States is over $78.5 billion per year, which includes the costs of health care, lost
productivity, addiction treatment, and criminal justice involvement.
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