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Brown Names Three to L.A. Superior Court 
Two Vacancies Remain on County’s Trial Bench, Two More Are Expected 
   
Gov. Jerry Brown on Friday appointed three persons to the Los Angeles Superior Court, 
all of whom will fill vacancies created by commissioner positions being converted to 
judgeships in October, and appointed 10 others to judgeships in other counties. 
There remain two vacancies on the Los Angeles trial bench, a spokesperson for the 
Governor’s Office said. The elevation of Los Angeles Superior Court Judges Brian Currey 
and John Shepard Wiley to the Court of Appeal for this district will create two more 
vacancies upon their expected confirmation by the Commissaion on Judicial 
Appointments, scheduled to meet Dec. 21. 
California Chief Justice Tani Cantil-Sakauye said Wenesday night at a meeting of the Italian 
American Lawyers Association in Los Angeles that it is anticipated that by the time Brown 
leaves office on Jan. 7, all superior court vacancies will be filled. Brown has already filled 
all previously unoccupied seats on the Supreme Court and the courts of appeal. 
Brown continued his streak of appointing aides to judicial posts. Two of those Brown 
chose Friday, in another county, currently work for him. 
Los Angeles Judges 
These placed on the Los Angeles Superior Court are: 
Joseph J. Burghardt, 46. He has been a deputy public defender for the county since 2000, 
after working at Federal Defenders of San Diego Inc. for three years. He is a graduate of 
the University of San Francisco School of Law. 
Lisa S. Tamashiro Coen, 45. She is a Los Angeles deputy district attorney, a post she has 
held since 2000. Prior to that, she spent a year in solo practice and a year at Richards and 
Chemerinski. her J.D. is from Loyola Law School. 
Anne Hwang, 42. Currently a chief deputy federal public defender for the Central District 
of California, she has been with the Federal Public Defender’s Office in various capacities 
since 2006. before which she was with Irell and Manella LLP starting in 2002. Hwang 
earned her law degree at USC School of Law. 
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