
 

 

  

Dear CJA Members, 
  
It is with deep regret that I must inform you that we are canceling this week’s 2020 Mid-Year/Retired Judges 
Conference in Monterey. The novel coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak is a public health concern and CJA’s 
primary concern is the safety of our members. Our spring Mid-Year/Retired Judges conference brings 
together many retired and active members. CJA leadership became quite concerned as many of our planned 
attendees fall into a category which places them at an increased risk of serious illness or death with COVID-
19. 
  
CJA intends to make decisions that are socially responsible in that they do not contribute to the unnecessary 
increase of any risk of illness or disease, including, but not limited to, the spread of the COVID-19. CJA also 
does not want to foster panic in any context. CJA believes that all decisions that involve the COVID-19 or any 
risk of illness or disease must be based on science and socially acceptable standards in conjunction with our 
state and federal Health Care Agencies.  
  
To make an informed decision, CJA researched and considered information from the California Department of 
Public Health, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the World Health Organization and the 
Monterey County Health Department. The Monterey County Operational Area Emergency Operations Center 
has activated to Level 3 (lowest) to support the Monterey County Health Department in monitoring and 
preparing for coronavirus and coordinate increased public information efforts. 
  
Within the last few days, CJA has received input from conference registrants, speakers and exhibitors, many 
sharing concerns over the possibility of exposure to COVID-19 from travel. The CJA Executive Board 
carefully considered all the information available and listened to the concern of our members and conference 
partners. 
  
For those of you who registered for the Conference, your registration fees will be promptly refunded, and if 
you have a guest room reservation at the Monterey Plaza Hotel under the CJA room block, the hotel will 
cancel your reservation. The Monterey Plaza Hotel will not charge any cancellation fees and will refund any 
deposits that have been made to originally secure the room reservation, as long as the reservation was made 
through the CJA room block. 
  
Again, this was not an easy decision for the Executive Board but our members' health and safety comes first. 
This message will be communicated repeatedly to members over the coming days in an effort to be sure all 
that are impacted by this are informed. 
  
Do not hesitate to reply to this email with any questions. 
  
Sincerely, 

 

  

  

  

B. Tam Nomoto Schumann 
President, California Judges Association 

 


