MEMORANDUM

TO: California Judicial Officers
FROM: Nicole Virga, Executive Director

DATE: July 2026

Enclosed please find the 2024/2025 Judicial Ethics Update, highlighting
matters of interest from the informal responses to judges’ questions on the
Code of Judicial Ethics provided by the Judicial Ethics Committee from
October 2024 to September 2025.

Judges may direct questions on the Code of Judicial Ethics to the current
2025/26 Ethics Committee by writing or calling the CJA office or any Ethics
Committee member. The Ethics Committee, as a matter of policy, does

not answer inquiries which are moot or raise issues of law. Nor does the
Committee respond to questions that involve matters pending before the
Commission on Judicial Performance. All opinions of the Committee are
advisory only and are based on the Canons in place during 2024/25.

*Special thanks to Ethics Committee member Lori Pegg, San Diego Superior
Court, for preparing this Update.
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CALIFORNIA JUDGES ASSOCIATION
JUDICIAL ETHICS UPDATE

October 2024 — September 2025

I. CONDUCT INSIDE THE COURTROOM

A. Generally

1.

Judge in a criminal assignment who observed that an attorney was
inebriated during a hearing had a duty to take appropriate corrective
action. (Canon 3D(2))

Judge must admonish courtroom clerk not to solicit sales and gifts
from attorneys for candy for his/her children’s fundraiser. (Canon
3B(4), 3C)

Judge in a “collaborative court” cannot give a defendant’s child art
supplies worth $30.00. (Canon 2A, 2B, 4A)

. Disclosure and Disqualification

. Judge assigned to handle an arson criminal trial regarding a fire

where judge’s home was evacuated but did not suffer damage, is not
recused from the matter but must disclose. (Canon 3E.)

Judge whose spouse works for a county attorney office must disclose
spouse’s employment on the record in every case involving the
county attorney office for as long as spouse is so employed. Posting
a notice on the courtroom door is not sufficient. (Canon 2A, 3E(2),
4A)

Judge handling a medical malpractice case must disclose that judge’s
physician spouse is being sued for malpractice in any medical
malpractice case involving similar allegations. (Canon 3E(1), 3E(2))

Newly appointed judge must disclose for two years when judge’s
former law office or any attorney judge supervised appears before
judge. (Canon 3B, 3E)

Judge in a dependency assignment must recuse in any case judge’s
parent, who is a Court Appointment Special Advocate (CASA), is
the CASA. (Canon 2A, 3E(2)(a))

A disqualified judge may not handle a stipulated continuance by the
parties. (Canon 3D(1); CCP § 170.4)
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II.

Newly elected judge should disclose when the opponent in judicial
election appears before judge “for a reasonable period of time”,
generally construed to be 2 years. (Canon 3B(1), 3E(1), 3E(2)(a))

Judge who volunteers with three judges and one attorney to assist
foreign judges with volunteer activities and who has no social
relationship with attorney has no duty to disclose if attorney appears
before judge. (Canon 3E(2))

Judge who receives deferred compensation from judge’s former

law firm must recuse if any firm attorney appears in judge’s court
until judge no longer receives deferred compensation from the firm.
(Canon 3E(1), 4D(1)(b), 4D(4))

. Ex Parte Communications

Judge who observed an attorney scream at a client outside the
courthouse could not tell the judge who has attorney’s client’s case
about the interaction, but judge may take corrective action against
the attorney. (Canon 3B(7)(a), 3B(7)(d), 3D(2))

Judge who received an email with a detailed case summary from a
discovery referee judge appointed in a civil case must take corrective
action. (Canon 1, 2A, 3B(7), 6A, 6D)

CONDUCT OUTSIDE THE COURTROOM

A. Generally

1.

Judge in a criminal assignment may provide an acquaintance with a
recommendation for an immigration attorney. (Canon 2B(2))

Judge may not show judicial badge to prove that judge’s children who
have dark complexions are U.S. citizens. (Canon 1, 2A, 2B(2))

. Judge may show judicial identification upon being detained by

ICE and asked for additional identification. (Canon 2B(2) and
Commentary)

Judge may officiate at a dear friend’s wedding in California after the
friend’s marriage in another country as long as the judge states to all
in attendance that the ceremony is a reaffirmation of the marriage
that already occurred. (Canon 2, 4A(2))

Judge may not mediate a dispute between a neighbor and an HOA in
judge’s HOA community. (Canon 44, 4C(3)(c), 4F)
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. Public Commentary, Publications, Books, Media

. Judge may not take part in a Zoom “Townhall” regarding the judicial
pay lawsuit on behalf of judges by the California Judges Association.
(Canon 3B(9))

. Judge may not be interviewed regarding judge’s prior civil practice or
about the court by an attorney podcaster. (Canon 2A, 4B)

. Letters of Recommendation

. Judge may not write a positive character reference letter on behalf of
a close friend charged with a DUI. (Canon 2B(2))

. Judge may write a letter of reference for a deputy who works in
judge’s division as long as the letter is based on judge’s personal
knowledge of the deputy. (Canon 2B(2), 3C)

. Judge may write a letter of recommendation on behalf of judge’s
future daughter-in-law, who judge knows well, regarding her
community service and may use the court’s letterhead. (Canon
2B(2)(3))

. Judge may write a reference for an attorney’s application for a family
law bar association membership as judge has personal knowledge of
attorney’s work. (Canon 2B(2)(e), 3E(2)(a))

. Judge as Witness

. Ifjudge is subpoenaed to testify before the CJP, judge may testify as
a character witness. (2B(2)(a))

. Judge who witnesses a dog knock down a neighbor may answer
questions by an attorney representing the dog’s owner. (Canon 24,
2B(2), 4D, 4G)

. Judge in a family law assignment may make a report to Children and
Family Services regarding children in a case before judge that judge
believes have been abused. (Canon 2A)

. Judge who observes conduct outside court by parties does not need
to recuse but needs to disclose what judge observed. (Canon 3E(1))

. Judge sitting on assignment may not testify as an expert witness in a
medical malpractice case. (Canon 2B(2), 3B(9), 6B)
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III.

IV.

. Gifts, Discounts, Honoraria

. Judge who is not in a juvenile justice assignment may stay in spouse’s

hotel room that is paid for by a foundation and other donors to a
restorative juvenile justice project. (Canon 4D(5), 4D(6))

. Judge may attend dinner at a consul general’s home because any

litigation involving the foreign country would not come before
judge’s court. (Canon 4C(1), 4D(6)(g))

POLITICAL ACTIVITY

1.

Judge may attend a fundraiser for a friend who is running for
President of the United States as long as judge is not introduced by
title and does not do anything to endorse candidate. (Canon 5A(3))

Judge may contribute to a retired judge’s campaign for mayor within
the limits set forth in Canon 5A(3).

CIVIC AND CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES

A. Generally

1.

Judge may attend a peaceful march and rally in another county to
highlight genocide and violence against judge’s religious and ethnic
minority community as long as judge does not speak at event or
otherwise identify as a judge. (Canon 2A, 4A, 5)

Judge may serve as a judge of a dance competition at a local non-
profit as long as judge does not engage in any fundraising. (Canon
2B(2), 4A(2)

Judge may emcee an event for a local ethnic bar association’s annual
dinner where judge would make welcoming remarks, introduce
speakers and the like, as long as judge does not engage in fundraising
or thank sponsors, and judge may accept complimentary tickets

to the event for judge, judge’s spouse, domestic partner, or guest.
(Canons 2B, 4A, 4D(6)(d))

Judge may join a Board of Directors of a 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization and may receive a monthly stipend that all board
members receive to compensate them for their time on the board as
long a judge does not engage in fundraising and the work does not
interfere with judge’s judicial duties. (Canon 4H.)

Judge may swear in a friend who won a local city council race.
(Canon 2A,4A)
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6. Judge may submit a letter in support of a grant application based
on judge’s experience even though it would benefit court-involved
individuals. (Canon 4C(3)(d)(ii))

7. Judge may serve on a board of directors of a non-profit and may
have judge’s name, title and brief bio appear on the webpage and
letterhead along with other board members. (Canon 4A,4C(3)(b),
4CB3)(d)

B. Government Positions

1. Judge who is a minister in private life may not give the opening
prayer for a Public Defender’s Office who is hosting a Juneteenth
celebration in the courthouse. (Canon 4A, 4C)

2. Judge may serve on a Magistrate Judge Merit Selection Committee,
which evaluates and recommends candidates for open magistrate
positions in the federal district where judge sits. (Canon 2B(2)(d))

C. Court Positions

1. Judge who is applying for the Court of Appeal may use the judge’s
court email address to seek endorsements from bar associations.
(Canon 2A, 2B(2)(d)(3))

2. Commissioner who was a court employed attorney helping non-
represented family law litigants before their appointment does
not need to ask law enforcement officers who call for emergency
protective orders to check for conflicts from commissioner’s prior
employment. (Canon 3E(1), 3E(2))

D. Membership

1. Judge may attend local bar association events including a “bench-
bar” and “bar installation” event at a reduced rate even though judge
is not a bar association member. (Canon 4D(6)(d))

E. Fundraising

1. Judge may solicit donations from other judicial colleagues (not
commissioners, assigned judges or other subordinate judicial
officers) to assist judges who have been affected by the fires in
Southern California. (Canon 4C(3)(3)(1))

2. Judge may encourage judge’s judicial colleagues to attend a
fundraiser for a nonprofit organization that assists underprivileged
students to go to law school as long as judge only solicits active
judges. (Canon 2B, 4C(3)(d)(i))
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3. Judge may be honored at a nonprofit event and be the guest of honor
at the fundraising event as long as judge does not solicit funds and
does not engage in fundraising. (Canon 4C(3)(d)(iv))

4. Judge may attend a bar association fundraiser and appear in a
tribute video for an attorney who is a close friend. (Canon 2A, 4C(3)

(d)(@v))

5. Judge may sponsor a table at an annual gala dinner for a public
interest civil rights organization so long as the judge’s name and title
are not hot highlighted as a sponsor. (Canon 4A, 4C(3)(d)(iv)

6. Judge may take part in a walk-a-thon community service project
with judge’s child. (Canon 4C3(e)(i))

V.  BUSINESS ACTIVITIES

1. Judge and judge’s spouse may start a business as an LLC to purchase
rental properties and/or a consulting business not related to legal
work as long as judge’s title or name is not used in connection with
or to promote the business venture. (Canons 4A, 4D(1), 4D(2))

2. Judge may list and sell personal items through an on-line
marketplace as long as judge uses an alias and the items are not
political or otherwise controversial. (Canons 1, 2B(2), 4D(1)(a), 4D(1)
(b))

VI. EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES

1. A court may invite a speaker to speak to judicial officers on issues
of bias, discrimination, language, and economic barriers affecting
foreign-born survivors of domestic violence. (Canon 24, 2B(1),
4A(1), 4B, 5D)

2. Judge may teach a sexual harassment course to a nonlegal
organization where the training is free to the public and judge would
not be paid. (Canon 2A, 4B)

3. Judge may present a one-hour seminar on trial advocacy for a
local bar association open only to members of the bar association.
(Canon 1, 2A, 4A, 4B)

4. Judge may give a presentation on the history of African American
jurists in California for summer interns at a progressive non-profit
law firm. (Canon 4A(1), 4B)
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5. Judge with experience teaching POST certified classes may teach at
a law enforcement academy on legal topics and may be paid as long
as the judge uses vacation or teaches in the evening or weekends.
(Canon 2A, 4B, 4H)

6. Judge may participate in a HULU documentary regarding a case no
longer pending that the Judge participated in as an attorney. (Canon
2B(2), 3B(9), 4A)

VII. REPORTING RESPONSIBILITIES

1. Judge who determines judge is recused from a matter is not required
to state the reasons for the recusal but must inform the presiding
judge or supervising judge. (Canon 3B(1), 3E(1))

2. Judge who has reliable evidence that another judge has violated
the Canons of Judicial Ethics is required to take corrective action.
(Canon 3D(1))

3. Judge who has an adult child with an outstanding arrest warrant
does not have an affirmative duty to inform child’s probation officer
where to find child. (Canon 1, 2A)

VIII. COMMUNITY OUTREACH

1. Judge may accept an invitation to speak at an Elder Abuse Task
Force meeting about how the court system handles elder abuse
cases. (Canon 2A, 4A(1), 4B)

2. Judge may help establish a minority bar association administered
scholarship in the name of a retired judge. (Canon 2A, 2B, 4C(3)(d)
(i) and (iv))

3. Judge who is the president of a judges’ foundation that administers
a scholarship fund may be interviewed by the newspaper regarding
the scholarship fund. (Canon 2B, 4C(3)(d))

4. Judge may participate in an attorney’s podcast regarding judge’s
experience in Vietnam to honor service members who died and their
families. (Canon 2A, 2B(2), 4A, 4B, 4D(2))

IX. ADVICE TO PRESIDING AND ASSISTANT PRESIDING JUDGES

1. Presiding judge who is aware that a judge is struggling to perform
judge’s duties competently due to judge’s personal life issues is
required to take appropriate corrective action. (Canon 3C(2), 3C(4),
D(1))
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