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Retired Superior Court Judge Michael Farrell Dies at 78, Services 
Set for Monday 

Services will be held Sunday and Monday for retired Los Angeles 
Superior Court Judge Michael P. Farrell, who died Sunday at the age 
of 78.Farrell was appointed to the Los Angeles Municipal Court by 
then-Gov. George Deukmejian in 1986 and was elevated to the 
Superior Court more than two years later. He sat mostly in the San 
Fernando Valley, including a two-year stint as Northwest District 
supervising judge followed by a term as site judge in Chatsworth.  

He was initially assigned to a civil courtroom in Pomona. But after 
commuting 60 miles each way daily from his Northridge home, he 
agreed to take over a backlogged criminal calendar in Van Nuys, 
despite his lack of criminal law experience.“I had never even done a 
traffic ticket until I became a judge,” he once told an interviewer.  

He soon heard the high-profile murder case of Mark Alan Bradford, 
who convicted of the grisly torture murder of a Ventura Boulevard 
motel manager. He sentenced Bradford to death in 1990, calling the 
circumstances “appalling”—the victim had been raped, strangled, and 
stabbed—and rejecting the defense argument that Bradford’s lack of a 
serious prior conviction was a sufficient mitigating circumstance.  

He also presided over the month-long trial of Debra Cummings, a babysitter acquitted of killing a 
9-month-old. The trial was broadcast live on Court TV, and the judge subsequently commented 
that the only effect of television coverage on the proceedings was that the attorneys were inspired 
to prepare better. He retired from the court in 2006. 
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That unanimous ruling, now before the California Supreme Court, could be a vehicle for 
reducing a shortfall amounting to hundreds of billions of dollars in state and local pension 
systems. If upheld, the decision could lead to the kinds of cutbacks previous courts blocked. 

Emory University Law Professor Alexander Volokh called the decision “a big change from what 
the doctrine has been so far” and expressed doubt that it would be upheld. University of 
Minnesota Law Professor Amy B. Monahan described the ruling as “novel” and the outcome 
“hard to predict.” 

The decision has attracted national attention because of California’s influential role in pension 
law. Like California, other states are facing massive shortfalls in public pensions and wrangling 
with ways to head off staggering debts. 
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Full Article Here: http://www.latimes.com/projects/la-me-pension-legal/#nt=oft12aH-6gp2  
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CJP Brings Laundry List of Misconduct Charges 
Panel Accuses Alameda Commissioner of Appearance of Bias, Sexual Remarks, Frequent 
Sarcasm 
  

  
The Commission on Judicial Performance yesterday disclosed a long list of 

misconduct charges against Alameda Superior Court Commissioner Taylor Culver.  
Culver, who presides over traffic court in downtown Oakland, routinely speaks to 

defendants in a sarcastic manner, sometimes giving an appearance of a pro-police bias, 
the CJP said.  

He has also violated ethics rules by taking misdemeanor pleas without a stipulation, 
taking guilty pleas without informing defendants of the charges, creating an appearance 
of bias by announcing in court that he would not hear arguments about the amounts of 
fines, and refusing to consider individual circumstances when defendants ask to perform 
community service instead of paying fines.  

Culver was featured in a recent East Bay Express feature entitled “The High Cost of 
Driving While Poor,” taking a localized look at the issue of unaffordable traffic fines, 
highlighted in the U.S. Department of Justice report on Ferguson, Mo. and recently by 
Chief Justice Tani Cantil-Sakauye and the Judicial Council of California.  

The Express reporter cited his own observations of Culver’s courtroom behavior, 
dovetailing with the charges brought by the CJP, and those of Sherman Kassof, a 
Lafayette-based antitrust lawyer who said he had filed a complaint after observing Culver 
on his own day in traffic court, attending subsequent court sessions, and obtaining 
recordings of Culver’s proceedings through a public records request. 

The state Constitution gives the CJP jurisdiction to discipline subordinate judicial 
officers, although its rules provide that such cases will first be referred to the employing 
court. If that court’s actions are deemed inadequate, the commission may conduct the 
same proceedings as in the case of judges.  
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Full Article Here: http://www.metnews.com/articles/2016/misconduct102016.htm  
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Alameda Court Commissioner Faces Complaint Over Demeanor  

http://www.latimes.com/projects/la-me-pension-legal/#nt=oft12aH-6gp2
http://www.metnews.com/articles/2016/misconduct102016.htm


SACRAMENTO — A veteran Alameda County court commissioner is facing possible expulsion from the 
bench amid allegations he was rude to litigants, mishandled court proceedings and made inappropriate 
remarks to courtroom staff. 
 
The Commission on Judicial Performance has charged Commissioner Taylor Culver with willful 
misconduct, conduct prejudicial to the administration of justice and improper action. The allegations 
expose Culver to a finding that he is unfit to serve as a subordinate judicial officer. 
The 40-page notice of formal proceedings against Culver, released Wednesday, includes 10 counts of 
alleged wrongdoing and dozens of instances where he is accused of being sarcastic, impatient or 
discourteous with litigants challenging traffic tickets. 
A former civil litigator, Culver was appointed to the bench in 2005. Culver did not return an email 
message left Wednesday. His attorney, Arthur Harris of Murphy Pearson Bradley & Feeney in San 
Francisco, said Culver disputes the charges. 
"And he looks forward to a full, fair and impartial hearing to respond to those allegations," Harris said. 
 
In an April 2015 arraignment, Culver, according to the commission, got into a heated exchange with a 
woman facing four traffic cases. According to the CJP, Culver told the woman to keep quiet and she 
responded by cursing at him. The CJP described the ensuing conversation this way: 
"I wish I didn't have this robe on," Culver said. 
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