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Stanford Sex Assault Judge Removed From Criminal Duty 

SAN FRANCISCO — The California state court judge at the center of the Brock Turner sexual 

assault controversy has been reassigned to handle civil cases, amid continuing calls for him to 

step down from the bench. 

The reassignment of Santa Clara Superior Court Judge Aaron Persky to the court’s civil division 

was announced in an email Thursday evening. The change becomes effective on Sept. 6, 

according to the announcement. 

"While I firmly believe in Judge Persky's ability to serve in his current assignment, he has 

requested to be assigned to the civil division, in which he previously served," Presiding Judge 

Risë Jones Pichon said in a statement. "Judge Persky believes the change will aid the public and 

the court by reducing the distractions that threaten to interfere with his ability to effectively 

discharge the duties of his current criminal assignment," Pichon added. 

Persky will swap positions with Judge Vincent Chiarello and hear civil cases in San Jose, she 

said. "When two judges simply want to swap assignments for which they are both eminently 

qualified, there is no reason to delay implementation," Pichon said.Persky has faced a recall 

campaign since June when he handed down a six-month county jail sentence to Turner, a former 

Stanford swimmer who was convicted of sexually assaulting an unconscious woman.  Persky 

was subsequently removed from a separate sexual assault case at the request of county 

prosecutors, and recused himself from a child pornography case. 
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Judge Wiss Explains How to Make the Complex Work 

Judge Mary Wiss, one of just two judges overseeing complex civil litigation on the court, 

became the first woman to preside over the complex department in 2014. Over 13 years she's 

served in a variety of roles on the bench, handling everything from misdemeanors to mental 

health issues. She recently spoke with The Recorder about her style of questioning and what 

lawyers can learn from the court reporter. 

I'm sure you handle all your cases evenly, but are there certain types of matters that 

naturally draw your attention? I like them all. I've liked every assignment and I've liked every 

case. The case is not the file. The case is real people, real problems, real conflict, and how is all 

of that going to unfold. So it might be business or insurance or pharmaceuticals [or] the financial 

world. And the great thing I think about being a lawyer and a judge is that you get to learn about 

all these different areas, unlike other professions. My dad used to tell me, "It's a poor day when 

you don't learn something new." It was a frequent phrase he used. So I have a lot of rich days. 



You were the head of the California Judges Association almost 10 years ago now. In just 

the last several months, we've seen California judges taking heat in a very public way, from 

Donald Trump's criticism of Judge Gonzalo Curiel, to the recall effort around Judge 

Aaron Persky. Do you see this as a new challenge for the bench here in California? I think 

the cornerstone of our judicial system is an independent and impartial judiciary. If you remove 

that cornerstone, the whole building collapses. So, it's our job to be fair and impartial, to apply 

the law to the facts and the evidence before us. And that's a difficult concept I think to explain to 

individuals in this day and age when messages quickly go viral or feelings run high. But it's also 

an opportunity and that's why the California Judge's Association, ABOTA, the Santa Clara Bar 

Association, the San Francisco Bar Association, and even a significant number of the Stanford 

[Law] graduating class eloquently spoke about how important the impartiality of the judiciary is. 
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State Bar Bill, Amid Rancor, Passes Hurdle 

SACRAMENTO — For nearly two hours Wednesday, members of the Assembly Judiciary 

Committee blasted the state bar as dysfunctional, accused its leaders of obstructionism and 

questioned whether the often-criticized organization would ever change. 

Then they passed a dues authorization bill stripped of key bar reform measures. 

"There really are no other options, short of having no bill," said Assemblyman Mark Stone, D-

Scotts Valley, the committee chairman. "I don't think that's an answer."The resignation expressed 

by committee members, none of whom voted against the bill, stood in stark contrast to the 

Assembly's bravado displayed last week when lawmakers in the lower house vowed to stand 

against Senate demands for more deference to the state Supreme Court in the legislation. 

But organized labor groups representing state bar workers have since lobbied state lawmakers, 

warning them of potential layoffs if the Legislature does not pass a bill this year. Bar executive 

director Elizabeth Rindskopf Parker told the committee Wednesday that the organization only 

had enough reserves to continue operations for about four months without a new 

appropriation.Stone unveiled the amended legislation Friday, hoping it would break a stalemate 

pitting the Assembly against the chief justice and her ally, Sen. Hannah-Beth Jackson, D- Santa 

Barbara. 
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http://leginfo.ca.gov/pub/15-16/bill/sen/sb_0801-0850/sb_846_bill_20160819_amended_asm_v96.pdf

