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Mercury News 
 

$60 million South County courthouse now a virtual ghost town 

The exterior of the South County courthouse in Morgan Hill, Calif., photographed Friday, July 22, 2016. 
(Patrick Tehan/Bay Area News Group) ( Patrick Tehan ) 

MORGAN HILL -- For more than two decades, residents of south Santa Clara County were 

promised a local courthouse, so they wouldn't have to drive 45 minutes north to deal with traffic 

tickets and other legal problems. 

But the first new courthouse they got became infested with toxic black mold and had to be shut down 
four years after it opened. So the courts were moved from the $7 million ruined building to leaky, 
cramped portables infested with ants and rats. 
Ten years later, a second, $60 million courthouse complex with stunning views of nearby hills opened in 
Morgan Hill with great fanfare. 
 
People wait in line outside the Santa Clara Courthouse before for traffic court to open Thursday 
morning, July 21, 2016, in Santa Clara, Calif. (Karl Mondon/Bay Area News Group) ( Karl Mondon ) 
Today, it is a virtual ghost town. Four of its six courtrooms have been abandoned, due to budget cuts, 
with nearly all the small claims, family, civil and traffic cases they were to handle transferred to 
courthouses more than 40 miles away in San Jose and Santa Clara. Two of the closed courtrooms now 
house cardboard file boxes stacked six high. And in the empty foyer, deputy sheriffs wait for the few 
visitors who show up for hearings in two courtrooms that are open just part of the day.Yet the two-
story, airy building still costs California taxpayers $33,000 a month to operate. 
. . .  
 

Full Article Here: http://www.mercurynews.com/crime-courts/ci_30164311/60-million-south-county-
courthouse-now-virtual-ghost  
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Fresno Bee 

EXPAND FRESNO’S VETERANS COURTS TO ALL OF CALIFORNIA 

“War is hell.”  

Most Americans who have never experienced the trauma of combat understandably cannot 

appreciate the full context or gravity of this statement. But to those with family, neighbors or 

friends returning from the battlefield with post-traumatic stress or other combat-related disorders, 

it most certainly hits home. 

California is home to nearly 1 million veterans, with nearly 46,000 hailing from Fresno County. 

Many of our brave service men and women do pretty well and are able to readjust to civilian life 

upon return, but sadly, a good many do not. According to a 2000 Bureau of Justice Statistics 

report, 81 percent of all justice-involved veterans had a substance-abuse problem prior to 

incarceration, 35 percent were suffering from alcohol dependency, 23 percent were homeless at 

some point in the prior year, 25 percent were identified as mentally ill, and the most 

heartbreaking statistic of all from the U.S. Veterans Administration: 22 veterans commit suicide 

in the United States every day.  

Sadly, these and other circumstances lead to many veterans getting into trouble with the law. To 

the average person, the reaction might be “commit the crime, do the time,” but the roots of these 

problems run much deeper, and the lock-’em-up approach doesn’t help these individuals get back 

on the road to recovery. That’s where veterans’ treatment courts are having an impact and 

changing lives. Started by Judge Robert Russell in New York in 2008, the program and process 

is simple: Veterans who commit low-level offenses are afforded the opportunity go through the 

veterans’ court program, normally an 18-month program that involves counseling, rehabilitation, 

education and community service. 

. . . 
 
Full Article Here:  http://www.fresnobee.com/opinion/readers-opinion/article91362442.html#storylink=cpy  
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