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CALIFORNIA JUDGES ASSOCIATION ISSUES STATEMENT 

REGARDING PUBLIC CRITICISM OF A SENTENCING DECISION BY 

SANTA BARBARA COUNTY JUDGE BRIAN HILL 

 

 Judge Brian Hill has served for 13 years as a judicial officer with the Santa Barbara Superior 

Court.  Recently, there has been some public criticism regarding a sentencing decision he made in a 

criminal case.  At this time, his decision has not been appealed. 

              Rules of judicial ethics prohibit judges from publicly commenting on pending court proceedings. 

But judges are encouraged to inform and educate the public regarding the administration of justice to 

assure a close relationship between the public and the American justice system which we all cherish and 

enjoy.  The California Judges Association, which represents over 2,200 active and retired judicial officers, 

issues this statement to reaffirm that an independent judiciary is essential to the rule of law and the 

protection of every person’s fundamental rights. 

              Every day, hundreds of judges throughout the state make difficult decisions affecting millions of 

Californians.  In all matters, judges consider competing sides and use their training, experience, and the 

rule of law to weigh all evidence presented in order to reach those decisions.  If a party believes a judge 

has erred, that party may seek to appeal the decision.  This process makes our system work.  However, a 

judge should not be placed in the position of fearing that making legally mandated but unpopular rulings, 

such as protecting certain reviled speech or the rights of an unsympathetic criminal defendant, will cause 

the judge to lose his or her job.  If judicial decision-making within the limits of the law is threatened, each 

and every person’s constitutional rights are equally threatened and the distinction between the courts and 

the other two political branches of government will cease to exist. 

              In Williams-Yulee v. Florida Bar, the U.S. Supreme Court explained, “Judges are not politicians, 

even when they come to the bench by way of the ballot.  And a State’s decision to elect its judiciary does 

not compel it to treat judicial candidates like campaigners for political office.  A State may assure its 

people that judges will apply the law without fear or favor . . . .” 
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              The California Judges Association urges Californians to reflect on the importance of an 

independent judiciary -- fair and impartial -- and to reject all efforts to replace the protections of the 

Constitution and rule of law with popular or politicized opinion. 


